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H-GAC Officials Report On 
At Commr.'s Court IVIeet 
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ChttiM T. (Oiaek} Doyle. 

Texas City UKI president of 
UM Houaton-Oeiveatoo Area 
Coundl. and Jack Steel. 
H-GAC eiecBthrc director, 
met witli tlte Colorado 
C o • B t 7 Commiwionera' 
Court, in special session on 
Dec. 5th to review the 

goals and fuoctioos of the 
Houstoo-GalvestOD Area 
Coundl. At the preaeot, thia 
countj is a menber of H-GAC 
and County Judge Lester J. 
Cranek (he served as presi­
dent of H-GAC in 1975) 
represents the county on the 
executive board and Cotmnis-
aioocr Rafael Vesdka in the 
general assembly. 

Doyle noted that the 
Houston-Galveston Area 
Council of Governments is a 
voluntary assodatioo of 
dties, eountiea, school dis­
tricts, and special districts 
located within the thtrteen-
county Texas Gulf Coast 
Region. It was established 13 
years ago on September 6. 
1966 as eight counties to 
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local govei nments in 
planning for common needs, 
cooperating for mutual bene­
fit, and coordinating for 
sound regional development. 
Doyle said the H ÎAC is the 
fifth largest such organisation 
in the state and probably has 
the largest budget of any in 
the Nation, due primarily to 
the growth of Houston and 
the Gulf Coast area. 

"The Council of Govern 
ments is an organization of. . 
by. . .and for local govern­
ments. Its purpose is to 
strengthen the individual and 
collective power of focal 
govemment»-to recogntie 
regional opportunities - to 
help local governments r»-
solve regional problems and 
make joint decisions, and-to 
develop the means to assist 
local governments in the 
implementation of those de­
cisions." said the H-GAC 
president. 

HGAC has: a General 
Membership composed of two 
voting representatives from 
each county: two voting 
representatives from each 
city over 100.000 population: 
one voting representative 
from each dty with over 
5.000 population: one voting 
representative from each 
county for dties under 5.000 
in population: one repreaen 
lative lor each county for 
ISDs: one representative for 
HISD: and one represenU-
tive for Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts. 

The Executive Board is 
composed of 27 local elected 
officials. The General Mem­
bership studies regional is­
sues, amends the By-Laws if 
necessary, and elects mem­
bers of the Executive Board. 
The Executive Board is the 
policy approval board for all 
activities undertaken by the 
Council of Governments, 
induding program activities 
and decisions, regional plans, 
and fiscal and bMgeiary 
policies. ' 
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"Tlirough the years of its 
existence, H-GAC hu estab­
lished a streng reeord of 
regional cooperation and 
coordinatioa among ita mem­
ber focal govemnMnts. Our 
success has been due in a 
large measure to the dooe 
cooperatfon among units of 

local government and be­
tween the public and private 
sectors. Business working 
hand-in-hand with govern­
ment through the' free 
enterprise system. Growth 
brings with it new needs for 
our dtisens involving trans-
portatfon. schools, streets, 
sewers, hospitals, drainage, 
water supply, fire, police, 
housing, parks, libraries, 
recreatfon. environmental 
protectfon. etc. These are 
some of the many problems of 
growth. . .how do we handle 
it individually and collectively 
iiwhat H^iACia-aUabeulP 
said Doyle. 

The H<;AC 1979 budget 
included: from federal funds, 
Sll.473.737: sute funds, 
S1,310,S2S: focal funds. $1. 
124.914: or a total of 
$13,909,176. Local dues. 

. based on 4c per person. 
$200/min.. brought in $181. 
024: and the State of Texas 
added $253,000. 

H GAC has a total of 122 
members. 127 empfoyees and 
has been instrumental in _, 
working for 51 grants, noted 
Doyle. 

"The basic purpose of 
H GAC is to address regional 
problems on a voluntary 
basis-alfowing focal govern­
ments to retain their <u 
tonomy, identity, and author 
ity. while working toother 
to maximize economy and 
efficiency. Metro govern 
ment. whether defined as the 
involuntary unification of 
local governments la new 
layer of government) or the 
involuntary transfer of func 
tions and operatfonal author 
ity to a "supergovemmentai" 
structure is the direct 
opposite of the Council of 
Governments' approach. The 
Council of Governments is 
clearly a desirable ahemative 
to. rather than a step toward, 
metro-government." said 
Doyle. 

"Our challenge is to restore 
and maintain the vitality of 
our local institutfons. Local 
government provides the 
basic aerrieea that give 
peopfo a sense that their 
government is effective and 
responsive. In t̂ e beginning. 
States created our Nattoaal 
Government and Local 
GovemmenU: States were 
the fountain aource of all 
government powers, but 
money modified that legal 
concept. States today seen 
less 'sovereign' irith so aueh 
revenue ffowing from the 
Federal Government.; be 
commented. 
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H-GAC Goals Reported At 
Commr.'s Court Meeting 
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Cari Seaholm III Cited By Austin P.O. 

Msgr. Victor G. Schmidtzinsky. pastor of 
St. Mary's Church in Nada. was recognized 
recently for his "dedication to the people of 
Medina County" and also for his "support of 
the Texas Agricultural Program." with a 
plaque presented to him by the Texas 
Agricultural Extension Service. "Father 
Victor"as he is usually calte^ served in the 
D'Hanis Holy Cross parish from 1967 to 
1977 and during these ten years did a great 
deal of community service and work with 

youth programs In Medina county. 
Making the presentation were (left, Tony 

Zerr. John F. I>each and Clarence Wunbach. 
members of the Medina County 
BuildinK Committee. Inscription on the 
plaque reads: "Father Victor". "In grateful 
appreciation for your dedication to the, 
people of Medina County and your support 
of Texas .Agricultural Extension Service 
Programs. 19671977" Hondo Anvil Herald 
photo by Terry Teague. 
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Volunteers Needed For Dist. 
Court Probation Progranf— 
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Doyle added: 'It is the 

intent of the Executive Board 
that H GAC not seek operr 
tional authority which is in 
conflict with the operational 
authority of any local govern­
ment. When called upon by 
local offidals u the moat 
appropriate mechanism. H-
GAC will deliver services 
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A volunteer program for 
probationers was started in 
this area by District Judges 
E. W Patteson and B. B. 
Schraub. The program in 
volves getting the citizens of 
the counties to invest their 
time to working with proba 
tioners. We are starting the 
program in Colorado County 
and will be moving to Lavaca. 
Gonzales and Guadalupe 
Counties by the first of the 
year. It ia the law abiding 
citizens' responsibility to see 
that the peace and harmony 
of their town is maintained. 
One way you can do this is to 
become involved with the 
probationers and work with 
them to become useful 
dtizens. 

In similar programs 
throughout the country, it 
has been proven thu dtizen 
volunteers have helped to 
decrease the anwunt of 
repeat crimes of first of­
fenders. Eventually, we will 
need concerned dtisens to 
work with probationers on a 
ooe-to-one baais. Also needed 
will be persons who wish to 
help in other ways but do not 
have the time to devote to a 
one-to-one relatfonship. Other 
such roles a volunteer may be 
interested in will include: 
tutoring, (amOy counseling. 

special projects, job placê  
ments. clerical duties, reli 
gfous. leader of discussion 
groups, arts and crafts, 
recreation, etc 

The Probation Officer will 
refer suitable probationers to 
the program. Volunteers will 
be matched with the proba 
tioner best suited. The 
volunteer will meet with 
bim her on a weekly basu for 
the purpiae/* of being a 

' guiding hand and a frfood. 
The deKnquent. by hiaiier 
anti social acts, has made 
himself/herself an outcast to 
society. If a dtizen volunteer 
can befriend such a person 
and accept him/her. the 
chances of a repeat art 
decreases. 

If interested, pfoase con­
tact the Probatfon Officer in 
either Columbus. Halletts-
ville. Gonsales. or Seguin for 
more information. 

Pam Magar 
Volunteer Coordinator 
512/6724932 

aueh' as the operation of 
traiî iiiX programs and techni­
cal aa^itance to local govem-
roenis.' The Council of 
Governments is not now, and 
shetild never be. an operating 
agency delivering services or 
operating facilities at the 
expense of local government 
control." 

Is 1978. HGAC reviewed 
567 .projeds and projed 
costs-.-were $309,977,105. 
Federal Funds $191,825,969: 
Goveffvnent projects. 246 
with costs $187,267,417, 

Federal Funds $107,956,191: 
and iSivate projects, 341 
with-fosts $122,709,688, 
Federal Funds $83,869,798. 

Vahntary Membership 
The speaker stressed the 

importance of volunteer ser 
vice which he described as 
the "backbone of govern 
ment". 

"H-GAC is an extension of 
and supplement to focal 
government. The focal 
governments of the Texu 
Gulf Coast Regfon 'working 

^together' will achieve a 
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stronger sense of oommunity, 
and a better appreciation of 
the problems of growth and 
devefopment before the focal 
units of government in the 
region. We are helping to 
determine the future qiulity 
of life that will exist in the 
Gulf Coast Regfon," condud-
ed Doyle. 

"All local governments in 
the If-GAC, our private 
citizens, u well u State and 
Federal officials, are encour­
aged to support the continued 
operation of the H-GAC u 
the most effedive mechanism 
for local government coor­
dination in regfonal problem-
solving," the speaker said. 

Steel passed eirt to the 
ceoaayaaioMra tmi Judge 
Craaek the Deccoher 1979 
Issue el "H-GAC Spectna", 
BMMthly pubttcatfoa wtich 
coataioed five foO pagea with 
vduBteer leaders Ireai thia 
ceuaty, a riiaaBi tt the 
ceuaty aad prejecto wMch 
were approved far aatkiea la 
the couty thro««h H-GAC 
services. The fufl teat ef the 
aectioa ia pubUahed abe-
wherc hi this issue. - ^ 
- He too stressed the 
fanportance of volunteer ser 
vices performed by leaders 
throughout the county. In 
response to a questfoh from 
Precind 4 Commissioner Bill 
Stiles, Steel described the 
salary scale of empfoyees and 
noted that HGAC salaries 
are befow (15% befow) those 
suggested in market surveys 
(or the Houston metropolitan 
area. 

Doyle added that HGAC 
"tries to keep salary stan 
dards compatible with those 
in member areas." 

Judge Cranek commented 
that "H-GAC is an excellent 
vehicle (or leaders of all 
governments to get together 
to diKUM mutual problems." 
He added that this county is 
unique in that it hu only 
2.3% unempfoyment. 

Precind 3 Commiasioner 
Crockett Leyendecker aaked 
the H-GAC repreaentatives if 
it wu true that only projects 
from H-GAC members are 
considered and both Doyle 
and Steel said definitely not. 
They did add howaver that 
entities not befonging to 
H GAC w«re at a disadvan­
tage in preparation of 
requests for state and federal 
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Music Enhances Christmas Reason 
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PeHce Commeodatfoo Bar is eoe of the 
highest coBuneBdations awarded by the 
Austin Police Department. 

Seaholm ' 
Commended 
By Austin PD 
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Lord, make me an instru­

ment of your peace 
Where there it hatred, 

let me tow love; 
Where there is injury. 

pardon; 
Where there is despair, 

hope; 
Where (here is darkness. 

light; 
Where (here ii ladncsi, 

joy. 
O Divine Master, grant 

that I may not so much 
Seek to be consoled 

ai to console; 
To be imdmiood, 

^ llT«, k. 
W. J. Bnnwr, Mgr 

Egypt Texas 

as to understand; 
To be loved, 

as to love; 
For it if in giving 

thil wf receive; 
It IS in pardoning 

tlMt wt are pardoned; 
And it is in dying 

that we are born 
To ctemaJ fife 

Carl W. Seaholm, HI. a 
member of the Austin Police 
Department recently was 
awarded a Police Commend­
ation Bar, one of the highest 
awards made by the Austin 
Police Dept.. (or meritorious 
service with the department-
Seaholm, a former resident of 
Eagle Lake, is the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Cari Seahohn, Jr.. 
and grandaon of Mrs. C. W. 
Seaholm. all of this dty. 

The Police Commendatioo 
Bar wu awarded to Seaholm 
for "exceptfonally meritorious 
service and outstanding con-
tributfon to the ' police 
profession, without regard 
for personal welfare or 
safety, of such magnitude u 
to bring honor and recogni-
tfon to himself and the Austin 
Police Department." 

A letter from Austin Police 
Chief Prank Hysen to 
Seaholm read u folfows: 

"On Msreh 18, 1979 at 
approximately 2M a.m. you 
were a back-up for Officer 
Ralph De La Fuento, who 
wu answering f fight call. 
Upon arrival you wHnssaad a 
subject shooting at Officer De 
La Fuente. 

"You aeted in a very 
profeufonal manner by not 
pulling your weapon and 
shooting at the stMpoet, M 
t^re wu a crowd of innocent 
bystanders, who might have 
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Re)oice. gentle hearts, for Christ is Iwrn! 
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aid without the assistance the 
HGAC hu available. 

Stiles expressed sppreeia-
tioo for the "conservatism" 
expressed by the HGAC 
leaders, sdding that the 
federal government is head­
ing for diaastor if addition of 
federally funded progranu 
continues at the pace it hu tai 
the past 

Yulctidt candid bum brightly, symboliiing 

the renewal of warmth and openness 

among men. May yon partake of all tfte 
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been injured. 
"During a foot pursuit the 

suspect threw a grocery cart 
at you and you fell over it and 
broke your foft wrist, tore a 
ligament in your left arm, and 
ruptured a blood vessel in 
your right leg. Although 
injured, you continued in 
pursuit for four city blocks 
and apprehended the susped. 

^̂ -̂ "It is my pleuure to 
present you with tt* Police 
Commendation Bar." 

Seaholm has been with the 
Austin Police Department for 
three years. He hu a 
brother, Jeff, who is also 
with the Austin Police 

Department. 

Citizens of the community 
join in offering congratula­
tions to Carl for this award 
for meritorious service. 

shall be 
any such 

Twas the Law! 
"Whosoever 

found observing 
day as Christmas and the 
like, cither by forbearing 
labor, feesting. or any other 
way upon such account as 
aforesaid, every such per­
son so ofTending shall pay 
for each offense five shil­
lings as a fine to, the 

What would Christmas be 
like without music? It's hard 
to imagme celebrating the 
holiday season without the 
strains of "Silent Night" or 
"Joy to the World" ex­
pressing the wonder and 
hope we feci at Christ's 
birth. 

Fortunately, we have 
music to enhance the holi­
days, and it's been present 
since that very first Christ­
mas, when the heavenly host 
performed their extraordi­
nary "Christmas Concert" 
for some awestruck shep­
herds in the hills near 
Bethlehem. 

Since that night, there 

have been countless carols 
written; cantatas com­
posed, and popular songs 
written about Christmas. 

— Everyone has a holiday 
preference and chances are, 
you'll be hearing your own 
particular musical favorite 
sometime this season,, 
whether it's piped into your 
local department store or 
performed by the church 
choir. 

Some Christmas carols 
have famous composers 
such as Adolphe Adam {0 
Holy \ighi) and Felix Men­
delssohn (//(jr t̂.TAe Herald 
Angels Sing). Still others 
are attributed to a tradi­

tional melody, such as Deck 
the Halls, which was in­
spired by an old Welsh tune, 
and Coventry Carol, based 
on a traditional English 
melody. 

The anonymous and the 
famous, the privileged and 
the poor — all manner of 
composers have endeavored 
to share their Joy in the holi­
day season with a musical 

offeririg of some kind. 

Cbriftnits music can be 
reve(d)( and uplifting, or 
merry and rollicking . . . 
either way, it reflects the 
tnpgic 'of this time of the 
year, in a very special way 
that both young and old 
can appreciate. 
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:ountry." 

Law passed by the Pil 
grims in 1659. 
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Our Wish for the Christmas Season is Peace and GoodwiU 
to everyone. That is the spiritandthemeaningof ChristnuK 
which celebrates the birth of the Prince of Peace.Have^ 

i 

Happy and Holy Holiday. 

Lake Lumber Co.. litc 

file:///ighi

